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inspiration, as he has been asked to do so, and because
his way of interpreting facts has not been criticised.
Inspiration thus continues to be the foundation of
German strategical combinations.

In proportion as we get further away from the sources
of accurate information, von Moltke's supposition be-
comes a more substantial reality, as we have seen; and
what is more, very solid reality.

" The French army is in full retreat towards the Meuse"
In the presence of such a situation, a strong offensive
against the roads from Metz to Verdun becomes ground-
less. A strong offensive is useless against an army
beaten and in full retreat. By aiming at the roads from
Metz to Verdun, the objective would be missed. The
army must advance rapidly to the Meuse. Thus we
arrive at the phrase: " From to-morrow, the Second
Army will follow the adversary in the direction of that
river. , * ."

As we have already seen, if Prince Frederick Charles
had tried to verify his supposition by applying for infor-
mation to the cavalry troops (5th division) established
on the roads leading to Verdun and to the Meuse, the
5th division would have answered that, on the 15th,
there was no French column on the roads, with the excep-
tion of one cavalry division at Rezonville, that therefore,
the French army could not be there before the 16th at
the earliest; that it |vould take the columns of that
army more than a day to march past a given point,
Mars-la-Tour for instance, since that army consisted
of five corps (Second, Third, Fourth, Sixth, Guard) and
there were only two roads available. But the prince,
basing his decision merely on his own inspiration and
leaving aside intelligence* which would have supplied
truth, equally leaves aside calculation and reasoning and
works with his imagination alone. Therefore he aims
at the Meuse, As, besides, the French army is supposed
to be beaten and as the Meuse is far away, he organises
a race, so as to catch the enemy columns there. The
army is to remain scattered, so that it can advance
quickly:l this is his only thought.

The already inadequate combination of von Moltke,
which consists in attacking the actually untouched

1 i. e. without the loss of time required lor assembly*
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